Traumatic left ventricular free-wall laceration by a gunshot: report of a case.
This report describes the case of a 47-year-old man who shot himself in the left side of the chest in an attempted suicide, and was transferred to the hospital. Two gunshot wounds were found in the left side of the chest and the back. CT scans revealed left hemopneumothorax, the accumulation of pericardial blood, and lacerations of the heart and the spleen. Emergency thoracotomy and laparotomy were performed. There was a contusion of the left lung and lacerations of the left ventricular free wall, the diaphragm, and the spleen. The laceration of the heart was repaired by 3 pairs of mattress sutures with felt strips, and covered with fibrin glue and a TachoComb(®) tissue sealing sheet without the use of cardiopulmonary bypass. The patient was discharged on foot on the 18th postoperative day. Such patients can only be saved with an efficient emergency medical-care system including quick transportation, and close cooperation of the hospital staff.